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The remaining pontoons and the rafts had been sunk
in midstream. The Turkish Command at once set
the troops in motion for the second phase of the
engagement. Holding the loth Division in reserve,
and directing the 23rd to distract attention from the
real objective by making a feint farther north, it sent
forward the 25th to attack the Tussum-Serapeum line.
The 23rd Division got to work at once, and its well-
directed artillery fire reached the outskirts of Ismailia,
The unarmoured ship H.M.S. Hardinge was fairly
caught. Hit by more than one shell she was obliged
finally to slip moorings and take refuge in Lake Timsah.
The French cruiser, the Requin, became next the
target of the enemy. Fortunately her commander
was able within a short time to locate the battery and
eventually to silence it. Meanwhile the enemy had
brought up fresh troops to attack Serapeum. The
effort to dislodge the defenders of that sector failed,
and the Indian garrison, being reinforced, counter-
attacked in turn. In the withdrawal the Turks were
caught by cross fire from the two French ships, the
Requin and the U* Entree as teaux. The confusion was
increased by the inclement weather* A severe sand-
storm raged throughout the day, blotting all objects
from view. Units of the enemy advancing across
the desert could not keep touch or direction ; and
perceiving the uselessness of further operations in
these conditions Djemal ordered a general retirement.
The movement was conducted skilfully, and no more
than seven officers and 280 other ranks remained as
prisoners of war in the hands of the Defence. While
the main body was attempting to force the passage
of the Canal at Serapeum and Tussum, small parties
of the Expeditionary Corps demonstrated continuously
in front of Qantara and Ferdan, in the hope that the
commanders of the two posts would appeal for rein-
forcements, and thus weaken the centre. But the